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MISSION

HSHU works to advance
educational equity in
Bridgeport. We create
opportunities outside of school
that inspire the joy in learning,
prepare students for High
School, and provide strong
bridges to post-secondary
success. We accomplish this by
building a strong and enduring
community network of families,
businesses, and schools.

VALUES

We are heard

We are responded to

We can make mistakes
and see them through

We are not alone in our
hopes, dreams, and fears

Dear Friends,

We are deeply inspired by the commitment of our scholars, families, educators,
board members, and community partners. Together, we have risen to meet the
evolving needs of today’s learners at Horizons Sacred Heart University (HSHU),
addressing both academic and non-academic barriers that impact student success.

At HSHU, we understand that education must go beyond traditional academics.
Our mission is to nurture the whole child—providing not only academic content but
also essential skills like emotional resilience and social awareness. As the demands
on today’s students change, we rise to the challenge by closing gaps inside and
outside the classroom, preparing our scholars for success in school, work, and life.

This year, we met the needs of our community by developing innovative programs
that tackle both academic and social-emotional challenges. With your support,
we continue to address these challenges, equipping our scholars, parents, and
educators with the tools they need to thrive.

The most important outcome is ensuring our young
people are happy, healthy, and fulfilled human beings.

As you explore this report, you'll see how we've risen to meet the needs of today’s
learners and the lasting change your generosity has made possible. Thank you for
standing with us on this journey of #lmpactRedefined as we prepare Bridgeport
scholars for successful futures.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Wity

Ashley Freeman, Executive Director
Amanda Baez, Operations Manager
Mary Wanyo, Program Coordinator
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Rising to Meet the Needs

of Today’s Learners

Today'’s students are growing up in a world that is more
complex and rapidly evolving than ever before. The expanding
gaps in opportunity and the shifting job landscape demand
skills and knowledge far beyond what was once required. It's
becoming clear that traditional college and career readiness
programs in K-12 schools fall short of preparing our youth for
the extraordinary possibilities that this era of change presents.
To truly equip them for success in learning, work, and life, we
need to rethink and expand how we support their growth and
development.

The demands for students are tremendous as
they move through their educational journey
and it's no longer enough to just graduate on
time with the right academic credentials.

Our Portrait of a Learner is designed to address this need by aligning our educational practices with the demands of the
future. Created with insights from families, scholars, and community experts, this framework outlines the essential skills
scholars need to navigate and thrive in a world of constant change. By embedding these social-emotional (SEL) skills into our
curriculum, we are committing to not only responding to today’s educational challenges but also to ensuring our students are

prepared for lifelong success.

At HSHU, we remain committed to making impactful investments in our community and programs. As our scholars’
needs evolve, so do our strategies for demonstrating and enhancing the impact of our work. Join us in redefining what

it means to be prepared for the future. #lmpactRedefined
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HEAR FROM OUR COMMUNITY

As a teacher, | see my HSHU scholars as

versatile learners who thrive when given diverse
opportunities to explore and grow. It's crucial to
provide them with varied activities to develop
these skills. Versatile learning allows scholars

to apply their knowledge and strategies across
different subjects; I've witnessed scholars using
skills developed in math to analyze patterns in a
science experiment.

- MICHAEL, 8TH GRADE TEACHER

Students experience deeper learning

and start thinking outside the box when
different aspects of the same subject
connect various disciplines. This integrated
approach allows students to make
connections across disciplines, creating

an opportunity for greater depth and
complexity in their understanding.

- MATT LEVINSON, EDUTOPIA, 2018

Versatile Learners

We intentionally plan experiences
that build our scholars’ capacity
to adapt to new situations,
respond constructively to
feedback, and appreciate diverse
knowledge and perspectives.

Interdisciplinary projects help scholars adapt
to new contexts, apply their learning flexibly,
and appreciate diverse forms of knowledge.

Peer review sessions promote self-reflection
and constructive responses which are essential
traits for adapting to new challenges and
valuing diverse perspectives.

Community engagement offers real-world
experiences that enhance adaptability and
the practical application of knowledge as they
practice navigating different environments.

A myriad of recreation opportunities spark
new interests and encourage scholars to adapt
and grow in across various contexts.

Emphasizing oral and written storytelling,
along with a central focus on the arts develops
flexibility in interpreting various forms of media
and improves the ability to engage with diverse
viewpoints.



Creative Innovators

Our scholars are emerging as
creative innovators who embrace
challenges as opportunities for
growth and generate meaningful
solutions.

Hands-on STEAM activities, such as coding,
robotics, and engineering, ignite curiosity and
strengthen problem-solving skills, fostering

imaginative thinking and creative solutions.

9 Engagement with art, music, and dance

enhances imaginative thinking that empowers
scholars to explore novel approaches to
everyday challenges.

e Choice and self-directed play foster agency

and cultivate a culture of autonomy, both
essential for developing adept problem solving.

HEAR FROM OUR COMMUNITY

The role of the arts has been recognized to ‘ ‘
be essential in helping to foster children’s

well-being. Symbolic self-expression through

At Horizons | have the opportunity to express my creativity in many

e it ellione el o eplicen complo: ways. When others recognize and appreciate my work, it builds my

feelings and hybrid identities. It supports self-esteem and confidence. | feel seen, heard, and know that | am

validating individual and collective identities. .
not alone in my hopes, dreams, and fears.

It not only empowers children but also helps

to improve their health and well-being. CCARLETT. 4TH GRADE SCHOLAR




Problem Solvers

a re Our programming equips scholars
R d to apply their knowledge and
’n skills to solve problems by seeking
diverse perspectives, and make
Lo informed, ethical decisions.

Project-Based Learning provides practice
tackling complex real-world issues which is a
conduit for analyzing issues, evaluating diverse
perspectives, and developing innovative
solutions.

Close reading of culturally relevant texts

cultivates inferential thinking, ethical reasoning s o =

OOy s Dy

and requires scholars to critically analyze content /—
and build on the insights of others. i

Structured literacy systematically teaches

essential reading skills, equipping scholars with HEAR FROM OUR COMMUNITY

critical abilities needed for success in a literate

world.

Passion Paths empower scholars to select ‘ ‘

recreation activities that align with their interests
'c which fosters self-discovery and practice making Horizons allowed my child to discover their passion and what she
informed decisions. wants to be in the future while preparing her for success in school.

- LAMYAA, 4TH GRADE PARENT

These inquiry-based teaching methods educate
students in creating, questioning, and revising
knowledge, while developing their skills in
critical thinking, collaboration, communication,

reasoning, synthesis, and resilience.

- BARRON & DARLING-HAMMOND, 2008



Skilled Communicators

HSHU scaffolds the development
of communication skills, enabling
scholars to express their ideas
effectively in various forms and
situations, listen empathetically
to grasp meaning and intent, use
emotional intelligence to connect
with others, and proficiently

HEAR FROM OUR COMMUNITY present to diverse audiences.

During math lessons and games, | love working with my classmates Explicit instruction in social and emotional
skills helps scholars develop the ability to listen

attentively, understand different perspectives,
and respond thoughtfully.

Discussing strategies and explaining
- MUHAMMED, 4TH GRADE . .
reasoning during math games strengthens both

because we can solve problems together. When we share our ideas and

work together, we learn so much more. It's fun to be a team and help

each other understand tricky math problem.

mathematical understanding, and self-awareness.

gives scholars practice learning to listen with
empathy, connecting with others, and taking
responsibility for their thoughts and actions.

e Restorative practice (ie: positive discipline)

5 SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES

K-8 scholars hone communication skills through a series of HSHU experiences:

Classroom Greeters: All scholars have the opportunity to practice their
public speaking and interpersonal skills.

The Live Museum: Offers scholars the opportunity for public speaking and At Horizons, we embrace restorative practices
to explore the power of storytelling. in hopes of rebuilding relationships creatively

and informatively.
Stumbling into Success Day: Cultivates presentation skills and allows

scholars’ practice connecting with folks in Greater Bridgeport.

The Amazing Shake: This competition enhances proficiency in public
speaking and professional interactions.

Leading Campus Visits: Eighth graders and High school alumni
demonstrate their confidence and effectiveness of their communication
skills in this culminating opportunity.




Conscious Collaborators

We curate programming that
empowers our scholars to become
conscious collaborators, working
effectively in groups to blend
diverse perspectives, achieve
shared goals, and enrich both
their own and others’ learning
experiences.

teamwork and effective communication,
enhancing scholars’ ability to strategize, plan,
and collaborate for collective success.

0 Engaging in organized sports fosters

like chess, gardening, dance, and yearbook-
strengthens their capacity for effective
"._:“"“.."”;'i teamwork.
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9 Opportunities to participate in clubs —

Project work, including our annual mural HEAR FROM OUR COMMUNITY
e and the 8th-grade spoken word poetry project

led by local artists, involves brainstorming,
planning, and artistic collaboration. ‘ ‘

Students of mural club were asked to come up with visual
representations of the essence & vibe of their city, Bridgeport.
Students had just learned about some of the rich history from

Shanna Melton as well. We talked about the importance of public

art, community and the process from beginning to end. They came
Young people have important ideas to express. up with some beautiful ideas which included, a large rose growing
They need to be taken seriously as writers from concrete, a lightbulb, Bridgeport in bold graffiti style letters and
and given the support, tools and platforms more. The design was sketched and then painted on the step and
necessary to make their voices heard. repeat. | think they designed one of the best murals to date and I'm so
proud of the work they've done.

- ALICIA, HSHU ART TEACHER




HSHU TAKES
THE LEAD

This year, HSHU launched pilot

programming and conducted
research to meet the evolving
needs of today’s learners. Our

evidence-based Practmes and . )
expert collaborations were ll\ "r
highlighted at key events:
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® The Horizons National o ] =
Conference
CONTINUOUS STRONGER SOCIAL- COMMUNITY LASTING
The State Education LEARNING FAMILY EMOTIONAL EMPOWER- COMMUNITY
Resource Center of CT SUPPORT RELATIONSHIPS GROWTH MENT IMPACT believe they have report that they recognize that acknowledge that feel that peers and
Anti a S o . . . " . opportunities regularly engage HSHU encourages they actively consider teachers at HSHU
ntiracism symposium Reduces learning Provides year- Ehsures Equs families Builds FrUSt to express their in critical thinking, them to explore diverse opinions hear, respond to,
gaps and round workshops consistent SEL with tools and and provides a creativity. analyzing ideas, and  multiple perspectives to make informed and communicate
The CT State Department prevents the on literacy, SEL, support for resources dependable solving complex and deepen their decisions. effectively with them.
of Education Summer “summer slide” and trauma scholars for continuous resource for problems. understanding.
Enrichment Convening with ongoing informed across the growth and scholars and
enrichment. practice. academic year. engagement. families.
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WHY IS STUDENT
SENSE OF BELONGING

2
IMPORTANT? student achievement, the quality of teachers is consistently identified
Research shows that students with a as the most significant factor.
strong sense of belonging have:

Research indicates that of all the factors that significantly impact

Higher Engagement Fewer Behavior Stronger Academic
Incidents Achievement




STUDENT
DEMOGRAPHICS

SCHOOL

REPRESENTATION

56% Public
41% Catholic
3% Private

4

RACIAL
REPRESENTATION

51% Latino
35% African American
7% Other

7% Caucasian

RETENTION ATTENDANCE

176 -

88%

97 Males
79 Females

|
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The Impact of Strong Leadership

Joining the Horizons SHU board has given me the opportunity to be
part of something powerful: supporting Bridgeport's young people

by advancing Sacred Heart University’s commitment to the local
community. Horizons SHU is leading the way with a comprehensive
commitment to its students, creating a nurturing and inclusive
environment that drives real change. With SHU's support, the Horizons
team ensures that the program not only benefits children from
Bridgeport but also provides valuable experiences for SHU students.
This collaborative vision fosters long-term, impactful change that keeps
me both committed and inspired.

- DEANE MARTIRE, HSHU BOARD MEMBER

Our Horizons program transforms the life trajectories of the students
who participate summer after summer and year after year. | recently
spoke with a young lady who went through the Horizons program
and is a first-year student this year at SHU. She shared that she would
never have gone to Notre Dame and on to SHU without the Horizons
program—that before Horizons her mom didn’t think they could ever
break out of ‘what they were used to.’ Stories like this—and there are
many—are why we have HSHU.

- DR. JOHN J. PETILLO PRESIDENT, SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY

I've worked in education for close to 10 years. This summer at Horizons
was the first time | attended professional development that truly spoke
to the whole child. This experience opened my eyes to a more holistic
approach to teaching and supporting scholars which has impacted my
teaching not only at HSHU but also during the school year. The HSHU
admin team centered my wellbeing and gave me the space to be seen,
heard, and collaborate with other educators. I've gained knowledge
that makes me rethink education as a whole.

- KEISHA JULIANO, HSHU MIDDLE SCHOOL ELA TEACHER




Impact that Ripples Throughout

the Community

BRIDGEPORT MAP
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/f" We are grateful for the invaluable in-kind

support from our partnership with Sacred

Heart University (SHU), which has greatly

/ enhanced educational opportunities and
fostered meaningful student growth,

creating a supportive network that

F

benefits all stakeholders.

e Creating Volunteer Opportunities:
Engaging SHU students and fostering
community involvement.

® Supervising Internships:
Offering valuable support for BSW and
MSW social work internships.

THE POWER OF A

Q4+
YEAR

COMMITMENT

HSHU families are essential
to our mission. Their
commitment to scholar
attendance, volunteering, and
classroom support creates

a nurturing community that
enables scholars to thrive
academically and socially.

o PIONEERING CONNECTIONS WITH SHU

¢ Providing Hands-On Training:

Equipping 5th-year reading students
with practical skills in structured
literacy.

Collaborating on Events:
Co-sponsoring impactful initiatives
with the Isabelle Farrington School of
Education and Human Development.

Powerful Partnership:

The Center of Excellence for
Belonging and Leadership provided
support for program development,
PD, and coaching.

ILLUMINATING
BRIDGEPORT'S HISTORY

Since 2021, HSHU has partnered with local artists and
community leaders to explore Bridgeport's rich history,
present, and future. This initiative has impacted our
scholars by:

* Connecting Education to Real Life: Making learning
more meaningful through real-world experiences.

¢ Boosting Engagement: Increasing motivation through
community exploration.

¢ Enhancing Critical Skills: Developing critical thinking
and problem-solving abilities as scholars delve into local
history and envision future possibilities.

¢ Fostering Community Pride: Building a stronger sense
of belonging and pride among scholars as they connect
with their heritage.

REGIONAL COLLABORATION

We are proud of our deepened collaboration with Horizons
Bridgeport affiliates—Horizons Notre Dame (HND),
Horizons Sacred Heart University (HSHU), and Horizons
Greens Farms Academy (HGFA).
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* Bridgeport based organizations

e
HORIZONS

Sacred Heart University

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Park City Magnet School

John Winthrop Elementary School
Blackham School

Madison School

Read Elementary School

Discovery Interdistrict Magnet School
Six to Six Magnet School

Luis Mufioz Marin Elementary School

Barnum School

. St. Augustine Academy (CAB)

Cesar A. Batalia School

. Dunbar Elementary School
. Great Oakes Charter School

New Beginnings Family Academy

. St. Ann Academy (CAB)




The Impact of Your Philanthropy

IMPACTFUL
FUNDING
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HSHU students in a reading
intervention and homework
support initiative

Hours of of academic
programming

N
43

hours of social
emotional learning

o‘.O
e
150

Total number of donors

FEDERAL & STATE
ENDORSEMENT

$240,000

HOW SUPPORT WAS GENERATED
Raises $63,445

48%

Annual Events

i ) These funds have allowed us to refurbish our take-home
Regional Funding library, giving scholars greater access to diverse, high-
2% quality books. Your generosity helps foster a love of

Grants Other reading, prevent summer learning loss, and supports year-

round academic growth.
12% 1%

Individual Donors Corporate Giving
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| love theé new books! | get to take'them:home

ANNUAL GIVING

and read with _rr{y_family. They havé stories that : i _.
. make me happy and teach' me new things! ' :
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WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO*

Teacher Salary

Food

71% Teacher Salary
& Reading
Intervention

Supplies Food
00!
Transportation 7% s li
‘ () upplies

Recreation

SEL and Trauma
Support

Technology

* 2024 Programmatic Budget

The Enduring Impact of HSHU Legacy Heroes

2ND ANNUAL

Frank Mori Award for Excellence

in Education Recipient

Sharraine Griffin-Gibson

Frank Mori, dedicated board member and true HSHU
advocate, was deeply committed to the power of

education. His award honors an educator who embodies
our community values and promotes educational equity.

The Frank Mori Educator award means so much
to me. It has made me realize that education is
more than just your ABCs. It's learning, loving,
and lasting relationships. | like to call it he three
L's. With this achievement, | feel so supported
and validated in the work | do as an educator.
Being nominated by my peers shows that my
efforts are being recognized by the community
and inspires me to keep striving for better
outcomes. As a fourth grade teacher, | can see
the impact | have on the children at this critical
stage of their development educationally, and
with the three Ls. | am so grateful and | will
continue to honor the Frank Mori legacy by
dedicating my time to shaping our youth.

21



With Heartfelt Gratitude

HSHU BOARD OF DIRECTORS

rie Bellico Morgan Ford James Moye
Mary Berrien Tom Graham Roderick Porter Ashley Freeman

Mary-Ann Bunting Stephane Kirven Raymond Rizio

Elena Caggiano John Lynch Alisa Ryan
Jake Chang Cheryl MacLachlan W. Scot
Robin Cautin Ph.D Deane Martire P

ine Means Mary Wanyo

Amanda Baez

203-365-4470
horizons@sacredheart.edu
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THERE IS NO HSHU WITHOUT YOU

( Sacred Heart University

5151 Park Avenue
Fairfield, CT 06825
(203) 365.4470

horizonsatshu.org

Learn more about the program and invest today!

Help HSHU remain a 100%
tuition free opportunity for
Bridgeport scholars.

INSPIRING LEARNING ¢ BUILDING COMMUNITY ¢ NURTURING JOY




